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News from the Swenson Center
Given that it is a presidential election
year here in the States, it seems
fitting to feature the John Ericsson
Republican League of Illinois records.
This collection was recently repro-
cessed and is a good example of the
type of political activities undertaken
by Swedish-Americans.
The John Ericsson Republican
League of Illinois (it was first named
the Swedish-American Republican
League of Illinois) was organized and
incorporated in 1894 in order to exert
a Scandinavian-American influence
on American politics. On December
4, 1894, after numerous advisory
meetings, a meeting was held in Chi-
cago of leading Republicans of Swed-
ish descent from the counties of Cook,
Henry, Knox, Rock Island, Will, and
Winnebago. First officers were Ed-
ward C. Westman of Chicago, presi-
dent; Hjalmar Kohler of Moline, vice
president; Will S. Hussander of Chi-
cago, secretary; A. L. Anderson of
Andover; treasurer.
The League held an annual con-
vention and banquet on or around
March 9 in celebration of John Erics-
son Day.
This day was to honor Captain
John Ericsson, Swedish-American
engineer and inventor best known for
his creation of the Union ironclad
warship U.S.S. Monitor, which battled
the Confederate ironclad warship
C.S.S. Merrimac in a naval battle on
March 9, 1862. The use of ironclads
by the Union was an important factor
in securing a Union victory in the
Civil War. The first League conven-
tion was held on March 9, 1895, in
Chicago.
Over the years, leading Repub-
licans have attended and addressed
League conventions and banquets,
including President William Howard
Taft in 1912, Speaker of the Illinois
House of Representatives Warren L.
Wood, Illinois Governor William G.
Stratton, United States Senator from
Illinois Everett M. Dirksen, and
Secretary of the Navy Charles J. Bo-
naparte.
These materials were likely accu-
mulated by George C. Lofgren of
Galesburg, IL. Lofgren was born
February 22, 1900, and died Decem-
ber 1962. He was elected president
of the League in 1956 and served
during 1957.
Of note in the collection is a letter
from King Gustaf V of Sweden
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written to the League on the 50th
anniversary of the 1862 Battle of the
Monitor and Merrimack, in 1912.
The collection also contains many
programs from the League’s annual
conventions and tickets, flyers and
ephemera, particularly during the
1950s. Also represented are news-
paper clippings that are related to
the League’s and Republicans’ activ-
ities, photographs of conventions, and
photographs from Prince Bertil’s visit
during the Swedish Pioneer Cen-
tennial of 1948.
Watch the Swenson Center’s Face-
book page to see these items in an
upcoming exhibit this fall!
www.facebook.com/
SwensonCenter
Hotel Custer, Galesburg, Illinois. 1957 Annual convention of the John Ericsson
Republican League of Illinois.
